Establishing a set of CB-related requirements to be placed upon the GEO Portal

A
Introduction

1
This initial “bullet list” forms the basis of a discussion document and, to date, is based upon top level requirements set out in the GEO CB Strategy document accepted at GEO III, and to a lesser extent on experience gained establishing the education and training discovery web portal of the CEOS Working Group on Education, Training and Capacity Building (WGEdu). 
2
Reference is also made to Architecture Task AR-07-02 of the GEO 2007 Work Plan which addresses the creation of a GEOSS Clearinghouse, access to the registries and services of which will be via a GEOSS Web portal, ESA and FAO are lead agencies addressing the design of the GEOSS Web portal.

3
An attempt has been made to make this document applicable to different facets of Earth observation (EO), such as Remote Sensing, Geospatial static and in situ observations, the latter two being areas not normally addressed by CEOS.

4
Cross reference has also been made, where appropriate, to the document “Summary of responses to a Request for Information (RFI) for a GEOSS Clearinghouse Proof of concept Phase” being developed by a dedicated Task Team appointed by the GEO Architecture and Data Committee (ADC). 
5
This document does not attempt to “design” a portal, merely to identify CB requirements which should be met by such a portal.
6
From the outset, a key objective of these CB requirements is to provide free access to Earth observation education, training and capacity building resources and services of many types. 

7
Globally, the portal will facilitate activities that substantially enhance education and training in Earth observation techniques, data analysis, interpretation, use and application, and establish an effective coordination and partnership mechanisms among agencies, institutions and individuals. 

B
At the Strategic Level

1
the portal will address the needs of human capacity building and make individuals aware of access to and use of information, thereby allowing them to develop their own EO data, products and services for the good and security of mankind on a sustainable basis.

2
It will address the needs of Institutional capacity building and will focus on developing and fostering an understanding of both the value of Earth observations, and making the most effective and synergistic use of them to enhance decision making at all levels. 
3
Furthermore, it will address the needs of Infrastructure capacity building, and provide information related to the use of hardware, software and other technologies required to access, use and develop Earth observation data and products for decision making.
4
Information accessible via the portal will address all GEO societal benefit areas (SBAs). 

5
The portal will provide an interface to a comprehensive set of databases, catalogues, archives, services and other reference material suitable as educational and capacity building tools.
6
The portal will highlight existing CB efforts and identify best practices in developed and developing countries.

7
It will assist the development of criteria and standards for Earth observation capacity building.  

8
It will assist the identification of gaps between available and required Earth observations 
9
It will assist the identification of gaps between existing and required capacity building programmes. 
C
At the more practical level

1
The portal will serve as an effective means of coordinating, networking and linking EO education, training and data sources.

2
It will provide global outreach to individuals, students, trainers, scientists, professional users, and decision makers.
3
It will build upon, and frequently link to existing Earth observation capacity building portals and on-line resources.

4
The portal will enable access to downloadable capacity building data (including near real-time datasets), products and tools. 
5
 It will enable access to open courseware and e-learning material, open source Earth observation software as well as capacity building outreach material. 
6
The portal should provide a mechanism for dissemination of information to foster donor engagement. Specifically, it should encourage donors towards well established institutional development needs and priorities in the Earth observation community.

7
Capacity building registries available via the GEOSS Web Portal should be updated through biennial surveys which gather evolving information on capacity building activities from the Earth observation community. 
8
Information gained from the portal will enable the Identification and analysis of gaps in the population of the registries of the GEOSS Clearinghouse.

9
 The level of use of the various elements of the portal will be assessed on a regular basis to determine what information on the site is in greatest demand by the user community to ensure that future development is targeted in areas of greatest need and use.

D
And finally….

1
Through the consolidation of these functions, the GEOSS portal will serve as a mechanism for matching capacity building needs with the expertise to meet and address these needs, and then linking them to the resources required for implementation.
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