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Beyond qualitative information, air quality managers need more quantitative data and analyses to justify their decisions and actions. Such support is provided by the decision support system. 



A typical air quality decision support system consists of several active participants: 

The models and the observations are interpreted by experienced Technical Analysts who summarize their findings in 'just in time’ reports. 

Often these reports are also evaluated and augmented by Regulatory Analysts who then inform the decision-making managers. 

With actionable knowledge in hand, decision makers act in response to the pollution situation. 



While the arrows indicate unidirectional flow of information, each interaction generally involves considerable iteration. For example, analysts explore and choose from numerous candidate datasets. Also most reports are finalized after considerable feedback.  



Note that the key users of formal information systems are the technical analysts. Hence, the system needs to be tailored primarily to the analysts needs. 
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