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Summary Report 

 
11th Meeting of the Executive Committee 

Cape Town, 27 November 2007 
 

As approved by the Executive Committee at its 12th Meeting in March 2008 

 

1 GENERAL BUSINESS 

GEO Co-Chair Philemon Mjwara (South Africa) served as Chair for the meeting. He welcomed the 
participants and described the importance of the GEO-IV Plenary and the Cape Town Ministerial 
Summit. The Co-Chair from the EC thanked the host government for the excellent organization of the 
conference. The US Co-Chair called the Summit an important milestone in the GEO process. The Co-
Chair from China emphasized the Summit’s contribution to the objectives of GEO. 

1.1 Adoption of Agenda (Document 1) 

The Chair presented the agenda and noted that David Grimes of Canada would present the Report on 
Progress to the Committee at 2 pm. The agenda was adopted. 

1.2 Approval of Summary Report of the 10th Executive Committee Meeting (Document 2) 

The EC Co-Chair asked that Mr. Gilles Ollier be added to the list of participants and noted his 
intention to provide further comments later in the meeting. China corrected the spelling of the 
CBERS-2B satellite. The Secretariat Director summarized the state-of-play concerning inactive Tasks, 
the GEOPortal process and other issues. The Report was approved as amended.   

1.3  Review of Actions from Previous Meetings (Documents 3 and 4) 

The Chair described the status of work on performance indicators, the finance Task team proposal and 
the template for applications to become a Participating Organization. The Director stated that a 
template has been prepared and can be amended if more detailed information is desired. The issue of 
the appointment of the Secretariat Director was raised, and it was agreed to place this item on the 
agenda of the Committee’s 12th meeting. 

The EC asked that future Summary Reports include a list of actions pending from all previous 
meetings, and not just the immediately preceding one. He also proposed that criteria be put in place so 
that the next Executive Committee meeting could make a decision on the development of the 
GEOPortal. The Director explained that the GEOPortal process had been briefly set aside to avoid 
complicating the work of the Plenary and Summit and was a priority activity for the first quarter of 
2008. 

Action 11.1 – Secretariat to advance the GEOPortal process and place on agenda for the 12th 
meeting of the Executive Committee. 

 

2 SECRETARIAT OPERATIONS (Document 5) 
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The Director presented the Secretariat Operations Report for July – November 2007. He explained that 
the Secretariat has reinforced its capacity in the water and health SBAs and has hired contractors for 
biodiversity and disasters for 2008. He highlighted various Secretariat activities, in particular those 
pertaining to the preparation of future activities and the mobilization of the Earth observation 
community, Iridium, carbon sequestration, IGOS-P, new GEO Members, and WHO’s growing 
collaboration with GEO and its presence at GEO-IV.  

Brazil drew attention to paragraph 5 in the section on GEO for the Americas concerning Chile’s 
proposal for a regional space programme. The Director clarified that Chile, and not the Secretariat, 
may raise this issue in the Plenary. China requested that the same paragraph be rewritten to reflect the 
Secretariat’s strong role in the Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop in Beijing and provided its requested 
changes in writing. 

The EC said that the Operations Report confirmed the excellent work being carried out by the 
Secretariat. The EC will work with Italy on the development of Secretariat performance indicators. He 
indicated that there is still room for improving the Secretariat’s support to the Committees. The Chair 
suggested that a working document on performance indicators could be discussed at the 12th meeting 
of the Executive Committee. 

Brazil endorsed the vote of confidence in the Secretariat’s work as well as the need for stronger 
support to Committees. He announced that Brazil will second an expert to the Secretariat. 

The Director noted that the Secretariat spends more than 50% of its time on supporting Committees 
and pledged to try to improve performance in this area. He said that a staff of 20 was probably the 
right balance and described the status of the various secondments. He urged that the proper staffing 
and budget levels for GEO be agreed more formally. The US highlighted the dual responsibility of 
Members and the Secretariat for maintaining a sufficient level of secondments. The Chair stated that 
the Secretariat should provide updates of secondments and their terms well in advance as a reminder to 
Members. 

During a discussion of the Iridium project, the US stressed the need to establish a process for engaging 
the commercial sector. Germany suggested that the Secretariat be tasked to work on this issue, noting 
that GEO does not have the legal status required for making legal commitments. Brazil highlighted the 
need for Members to have the opportunity to discuss the options for engaging with industry. Noting 
the emergence of private-sector issues such as Iridium and of projects requiring established 
instruments such as the GEOPortal, the Chair proposed that the Secretariat be given a mandate to 
explore how to develop effective processes for such activities. 

Action 11.2 – Secretariat to explore options for making commitments with the private sector, 
including the best practices of other relevant organizations 

Action 11.3 – Secretariat to prepare regular reminders on the status of, and need for, 
secondments 

 

3 THE WEEK AT A GLANCE 

The Director presented the Week at a Glance and proposed presenting it to delegates during the 
Plenary. The US announced that it is sponsoring a couple of side events in order to expand 
participation (including from NGOs and industry) in the GEO process. Brazil asked the Secretariat to 
include Wednesday’s launch of “CBERS for Africa” in the Week at a Glance. 
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4 REVIEW OF SUMMIT DOCUMENTS 

4.1. Agenda (Document 31) 

The Chair informed the Committee that, due to a major meeting in South Africa, President Mbeki 
would not open the Summit and would instead be represented by Minister Mangena. 

The Chair presented the Summit agenda. A discussion ensued on how the statements from Ministers 
and Heads of Delegation should be handled. The draft Declaration, the Summit press conference and 
an announcement of the Exhibition were also discussed. 

4.2  Declaration (Documents 5 and 5 rev. 1) 

The Committee agreed to present both the earlier and the revised versions of the draft Declaration to 
the Plenary. A debate would be opened in the Plenary session, and the finalization of the Declaration 
would be assigned to an open-ended task team that would meet in parallel with. 

4.3/4.4 Report on Progress (Document 29 Final) and Early Achievements (Document 30 Final) 

David Grimes of Canada was invited to introduce the Report on Progress to the Committee. He also 
described the Annex to the Report, which featured 100 Early Achievements presented as two-page 
spreads. He outlined his 10-slide presentation for Ministers. 

A discussion followed. It was emphasized that the presentation would come from the entire GEO 
community, should be linked to the Declaration, and should offer a balance between past 
accomplishments and future directions. It was agreed that Mr. Grimes would present the Report and 
the process for creating it to the Plenary. The Report and presentation were applauded by the 
Committee, and it was noted that GEO has clearly achieved a great deal over the past two years.   

Brazil highlighted the importance of ensuring that all future achievements be required to respect the 
data-sharing principles and the agreed interoperability standards for global information dissemination.  

The Director mentioned that the Government of Spain had arranged for the Report and Annex, as well 
as the current version of the draft Cape Town Declaration, to be translated into Spanish.  

 

5 REVIEW OF GEO IV (AGENDA AND DOCUMENTS) 

(See list of documents attached) 

The Chair then reviewed the agenda of the Plenary meeting. It was agreed to allot sufficient time for 
the presentations from Committees. It was announced that there would be no report from the Tsunami 
Working Group.  

The Committee agreed to allow the WCRP “Weather, Climate and Earth-System Prediction Project for 
the 21st Century” and the Iridium project to be presented to the Plenary. The EC and the US 
emphasized the importance of allowing adequate time during the Plenary for national and regional 
organizations to report. 

The issue of the nomination of new Executive Committee members by the regional caucuses was 
discussed. Brazil announced its desire to remain as a Co-Chair of the CBC. The Secretariat was asked 
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to arrange an “off-line” discussion before the 12th meeting of the Executive Committee to ensure the 
four Committees’ representation on the Executive Committee. 

Several other issues were discussed, including the possibility that an offer to host GEO-V would be 
announced, the proposal on the finance task team, the Secretariat budget, the IGOS-P transition, the 
list of new GEO Members and the GEO-III report. The EC pointed out that a sentence was missing in 
Section 7 of this report, and the Director confirmed that this would be read out in Plenary when the 
report was presented. 

The rules for accepting new Participating Organizations were discussed. The Executive Committee 
agreed on a transparent procedure for presenting the Committee’s recommendations to the Plenary for 
its decision. The Committee reviewed the individual applications from organizations and agreed on its 
recommendations. 

The EC observed that there is an ambiguity in the rules of procedure that has to be clarified. This 
should be addressed at the Executive Committee’s next meeting. 

Action 11.4 – Secretariat to ensure representation of all Committees on the Executive 
Committee. 

 

6 SECRETARIAT REPORT TO PLENARY 

The Committee agreed that its report to the Plenary will be delivered orally and will refer to the 
existing reports on Secretariat Operations. The Chair will request a mandate from the Plenary for the 
Executive Committee to deal with Secretariat arrangements.   

 

7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
China and Japan proposed that the number of Executive Committee members from the Asia/Oceania 
regional caucus be increased due to the region’s large area and population. Germany and Brazil 
suggested that increasing the number of Committee members from a regional caucus might require 
amending the GEO rules of procedure. They said that an increase would have an impact on the balance 
amongst other regions. In conclusion, the Executive Committee requested the Asia/Oceania regional 
caucus to make efforts to settle this issue without changing the number of current Executive 
Committee members. 

There being no other business the meeting adjourned at 17h45. 
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Draft Agenda 

 
11th Executive Committee Meeting 

Cape Town, 27 November 2007 
Tuesday, 27 October 2007 

Convene at 09:00 

8 General Business 

1.1 Adoption of Agenda (Document 1) 

1.2 Approval of Summary Report of the 10th Executive Committee Meeting (Document 2) 

1.3 Review of Actions from 10th Meeting (Documents 3) 

9 Secretariat Operations 

Coffee at 10:30, Reconvene at 10:45 

10 The Week at a Glance 

11 Review of Summit Documents 

11.1. Agenda (Document 31) 

11.2. Declaration (Document 5) 

11.3. Report on Progress (Document 29 (Final)) 

11.4. Early Achievements (Document 30 (Final)) 

12:30 Lunch, Reconvene at 14:00 

12 Review of Fourth Plenary (Agenda and Documents) (GEO IV) 

(See list of documents attached) 

16:00 Coffee, Reconvene at 16:30 

13 Executive Committee Report to Plenary 

14 Any other business 

18:30 Adjourn 
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List of Participants 

China  

Dr Guoguang Zheng 
Administrator 
China Meteorological Administration 
No.46 Zhong Guancun South Street 
100081 Beijing 
China 

Phone: +86-10-6840-7140 
zgg@cma.gov.cn 
 

Dr Wenjian Zhang 
Deputy Administrator 
China Meteorological Administration 
No.46 Zhong Guancun South Street 
100081 Beijing 
China 

Phone: +86-10-6840-8919 
wjzhang@cma.gov.cn 
 

Mr Heng Zhou 
Director-General 
Department of Observation and Telecommunication 
China Meteorological Administration 
No.46 Zhong Guancun South Street 
100081 Beijing 
China 

Phone: +86-10-6840-6242 
zhouheng@cma.gov.cn 
 

Mr Naimeng Lu 
Deputy Director-General 
National Satellite Meteorological Center 
China Meteorological Administration 
No.46 Zhong Guancun South Street 
100081 Beijing 
China 

Phone: +86-10-6840-8757 
lunaimeng@nsmc.cma.gov.cn 
 
 

Dr Xiaohan Liao 
Deputy Director-General 
Department of High and New Technology and 
Industrialization 
Ministry of Science and Technology 
15B, Fuxing Road, Beijing 100862 
China 

Phone: +86-10-5888-1512 
Fax: +86-10-5888-1574 
liaoxh@most.cn 

Dr Jinlong Fan 
Associate Professor 
National Satellite Meteorological Center 
China Meteorological Administration 
No.46 Zhong Guancun South Street 
100081 Beijing 
China 

Phone: +86-10-6840-9406 
Fax: +86-10-6840-9406 
fjl@nsmc.cma.gov.cn 
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European Commission  

Mr Zoran Stančič 
Deputy Director-General 
Directorate-General for Research 
SDME 02/110 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 

Tel.: +32 2 296 2475 
Fax: +32 2 295 1438 
zoran.stancic@ec.europa.eu 

Mrs Manuela Soares 
Director 
DG Research / Directorate Environment (DIR I) 
Rue du Champs de Mars 21 
CDMA 3/191  
B-1049 Bruxelles 

Phone: +32 22962 148 
Fax: +32 22969926 
manuela.soares@ec.europa.eu 
 

Mr Gilles Ollier 
Policy Officer Earth Observation 
DG RTD Unit 14 
European Commission Research Directorate General
RTD.I 
Environment RTD.I.4 
Management of Natural Resources Office 
CDMA 3/158 
21, rue du Champ de Mars 
B-1049 Brussels 

Phone: +32 222956630 
Fax: +32 22950568 
gilles.ollier@ec.europa.eu 
 

Mr Alan Edwards 
Programme Officer 
Directorate-General for Research 
CDMA 03/156 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 

Tel.: + 32 2 29 58301 
Fax: + 32 2 29 50568 
alan.edwards@ec.europa.eu 

South Africa  

Dr Philemon Mjwara 
Director General 
Department of Science and Technology 
Private Bag X 894 
0001 Pretoria 
South Africa 

Phone: +27 12 843-6815 
Fax: +27 86 681-0006 
phil.mjwara@dst.gov.za 
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South Africa  

Mr Mmboneni Muofhe 
Manager: Strategic Partnerships 
Department of Science & Technology  
CSIR Building 53  
Campus Meiring Naude Road  
Brummeria 0184 
South Africa 

Phone: +27 12 843 6341 
Mobile: +27 82 907 9856 
Fax: +27 86 681 0057 
Mmboneni.Muofhe@dst.gov.za 
 

United States  

VADM Conrad C. Lautenbacher Jr. 
U.S. Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere 
US Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) 
14th & Constitution Av NW 
Room 5128 
20230 Washington, DC 
United States 

Phone: +1 202 482 3436 
Fax: +1 202 408 9674 
conrad.c.lautenbacher@noaa.gov 

Ms Carla Sullivan 
Senior Policy Advisor 
U.S. Department of Commerce / NOAA 
1401 Constitution Ave 
NW Washington, DC 20230 
United States 

Phone: +1 202 482 5921 (Office) 
Carla.sullivan@noaa.gov 
 

Ms Tabatha Thompson 
Public Affairs Officer 
NASA 
300 E. St. SW  
Washington, DC 20546 
United States 

Phone: +1 202 358 3895 
tabatha.thompson-1@nasa.gov 
 
 

Dr Shira Yoffe 
Foreign Affairs Officer 
U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental 
and Scientific Affairs 
2201 C. Street, NW 
Room 2480 Washington, DC 20520 
United States 

Phone: +1 202 647 3934 
Fax: + 1 202 647 0191 
yoffesb@state.gov 
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Brazil  

Mr Bernardo Velloso 
Counselor 
Division of the Sea, Antarctica and Space 
Ministry of External Relations 
Esplanada dos Ministérios - Bloco H - Sala 736 
Brasília 70170-900 
Brazil 

Phone: +55 61 3411-8619 
Fax: +55 61 3411-8617 
bernardo@mre.gov.br 
dmae@mre.gov.br 
 

Dr Gilberto Câmara 
General Director  
Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais - INPE 
Av. Dos Astronautas, 1758 
Jd. Granja – CEP: 12227-010 
Sao Jose dos Campos 
Brazil 

Phone: +55 12 3945 6460 
Fax: +55 12 3921 6455 
gilberto@dpi.inpe.br 
 
 

Mr João Vianei Soares 
Director for Earth Observations 
Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais - INPE 
Av. Dos Astronautas, 1758 
Jd. Granja – CEP: 12227-010 
São José dos Campos 
Brazil 

Phone: +55 12 3945 6499 
Fax: +55 12 3945 6488 
vianei@dsr.inpe.br 
 

Germany  

Mr Udo Gärtner 
Head of Delegation 
Special Adviser for Earth Observation 
Federal Ministry of Transport, Building  
and Urban Affairs 
Robert-Schumann-Platz 1 
53175 Bonn 
Germany 

Phone: + 49 (0) 6108-69322 
ugaert@aol.com 
 

Dr Jörn Hoffmann 
Division for Earth Observation 
Climate Monitoring and Met. Service 
Federal Ministry of Transport, Building  
and Urban Affairs 
Federal Ministry of Transport, Building  
and Urban Affairs 
Robert-Schumann-Platz 1 
53175 Bonn 
Germany 

Phone: + 49 (0) 228 99 300 4923 
Fax: + 49 (0) 228 99 300 807 4923 
joern.hoffmann@bmvbs.bund.de 
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Germany  

Dr Helmut Staudenrausch 
Earth Observation Division  
DLR, German Aerospace Center 
Königswinterer Str. 522-524 
53227 Bonn 
Germany 

Phone: + 49 (0) 228 447594 
Fax: + 49 (0) 228 447747 
helmut.staudenrausch@dlr.de 
 

Honduras  

Mr Valerio Gutierrez 
Vice Minister of Natural Resources and Energy 
Minitry of Natural Resources and Environment 
Edificio Defomin Bouldevard Centroamerica Avenida 
la FAO 

Phone: 504 232 5813 
Fax: 504 232 5813 
vg@amnettgu.com 
 
 

Ms Carolina Bocanegra 
Director of External Cooperation and Resources 
Mobilization 
Minitry of Natural Resources and Environment 
100 metros al Sur del Estadio Nacional  
Tegucigalpa 
Honduras 

Phone: 504 239 0498 
Fax: 504 239 0498 
carolabocanegra@yahoo.com 
 
 

Italy  

Mr Luca Demicheli 
Secretary-General 
IYPE Italian Committee 
APAT –Geological Survey of Italy 
Via Curtatone 3 
00185 Rome 
Italy 

Phone: +39 06 5007 4114 
Luca.demicheli@apat.it 
 

Japan  

Mr Shin Aoyama 
Deputy Director-General 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT) 
Research and Development Bureau 
2-5-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8995 
Japan 

Phone: +81 (0) 3 6734 4181 
syaoyama@mext.go.jp 
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Japan  

Mr Toshiyuki Takebayashi 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT) 
Research and Development Bureau 
Office for Earth and Environmental Science and 
Technology 
2-5-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8995 
Japan 

Phone: +81 (0) 3 6734 4181 
Fax: +81 (0) 3 6734 4147 
ttake@mext.go.jp 
 
 

Ms Ikuko Kuriyama 
Special Staff 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT) 
Research and Development Bureau 
Earth and Ocean Division 
Office for Earth and Environmental Science and 
Technology 
2-5-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8595 
Japan 

Phone: +81 (0) 3 6734 4181 
Fax: +81 (0) 3 6734 4147 
ikuriyam@mext.go.jp 
 
 

Dr Yasunobu Aoki 
Director for Environment and Energy 
Council for Science, Technology and Innovation 
Policy  
Cabinet Office 
Government of Japan 
The Central Common Government Office No 4 
3-1-1 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8970 
Japan 

Phone: +81 (0) 3 3581 9264 
Fax: +81 (0) 3 3581 9969 
yasunobu.aoki@cao.go.jp 
 
 

Prof. Toshio Koike 
Professor 
Department of Civil Engineering 
Earth Observation Data Integration & Fusion 
Research Initiative 
The University of Tokyo 
7-3-1 Hongo 
Bunkyo-ku 
113-8656 Tokyo 
Japan 

Phone: +81 (0) 3 5841 6106 
Fax: +81 (0) 3 5841 6130 
tkoike@hydra.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
 
 

 
Morocco 

 

Not represented  
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Russian Federation 

 

Mr Valery Dyadyuchenko 
Deputy Head 
Roshydromet 
12, Novovagankovsky per. 
Moscow 123995 
Russian Federation 

Phone: +7 (495) 255 1935 
Fax: +7 (495) 255 2207 
dvn@mecom.ru 
 
 

Mr Alexander Gusev 
Head Deputy of the Department 
Department Scientific Program 
International Cooperation and Data Resources  
Roshydromet 
4/6 Bolshaya Gruzinskaya 
Moscow 123995 
Russian Federation 

Phone: +7 (495) 255 2487 / 205 
4813 
Fax: +7 (495) 255 2115 
gusev@mecom.ru 
tkachenko@laspace.ru 
 

Prof. Alexander Panfilov 
Head of Subdivision 
The All-Russian Research Institute for Opto-Physical 
Measurements 
46, Ozernaya ul. 
Moscow 119361 
Russian Federation 

Phone: +7 (495) 437 2992 
Fax: +7 (495) 437 2992 
vniiofi@vniiofi.ru 
 
 
 

Mr Alexander Tkachenko 
Chief Expert 
Roscomos/Lavochikin Association 
Design Division 
24, Leningradskoye shosse 
Khimki 
Moscow Region 141400  
Russian Federation 

Phone: +7 (495) 575 5056 
Fax: +7 (495) 575 5056 
tkachenko@laspace.ru 
 
 

Prof. Leonid Vedeshin 
Member of Presidium 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
14, Leninsky pr. 
Moscow 119991 
Russian Federation 

Phone: +7 (495) 137 3390 
lavedeshin@mail.ru 
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Thailand  

Mrs Thanomsri Rangsikanbhum 
Director of Policy and Strategy Office 
Geo-informatics and Space Technology  
Development Agency-GISTDA 
196 Phahonyothin Road 
Ladyao 
Chatuchak 
Bangkok 10900 
Thailand 

Phone: +662 940 5664 
Fax: +662 561 2472 
thanomsi@gistda.or.th 
 
 

Ms Soontaree Srisuwan 
International Relations Officer 
Geo-informatics and Space Technology  
Development Agency-GISTDA 
196 Phahonyothin Road 
Ladyao 
Chatuchak 
Bangkok 10900 
Thailand 

Phone: +662 940 56 62 
Fax: +662 561 2472 

GEO Secretariat  

7 bis, avenue de la Paix 
Case postale 2300 
CH-1211 Geneva 2 
Switzerland 

Phone: +41 22 730 8505 
Fax: +41 22 730 8520 
secretariat@geosec.org 
 

 

 

 


